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A personal interview was conducted by Applicant's representative and Examiner G. 
Selby and Primary Examiner T. Ho on August 12, 2004. During the personal interview, the 
claim amendments and arguments presented in the June 24, 2004 Amendment were 
discussed. Specifically, Applicant's representative pointed out to the Examiners that U.S. 
Patent 5,633,976 does not disclose that image data corresponding to a frame, which has been 
read out from the buffer memory unit, is compressed while electronic charges for the next 
frame are being stored in the image-capturing element. The Examiners agreed that the feature 
of claim 1 of compressing an outputting the image data corresponding to a frame which has 
been a read out from the buffer memory immediately before, is not disclosed in the applied 



Applicant's representative also pointed out that neither U.S. Patent 5,633,976 or U.S. 
Patent 5,517,243, whether considered or in combination, disclose or suggest the features 
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recited in independent claims 18 and 19. The Examiners indicated that further consideration 
of the features recited in those claims would be provided. 
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